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THE STALIN MYTH ENDS, BUT THE MEMORY LINGERS ON 


Communists outside of the Communist Empire and non-Communists alike have been having 


a field day with the recent admission by Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev that Stalin was a cruel, 
suspicious tyrant. 


The first round of comments began popping up shortly after Khrushchev made his secret 
denunciation of Stalin's "cult of personality" at the 20th Party Congress in Moscow in February. 


A. |. Mikoyan, a top Soviet Party Leader, admitted in an interview on March 27 that the 
criticisms of Stalin were causing some trouble. "It is difficult to do away with long held ideas in 


a day or two . . . Considering Stalin's hold, people took it well. The great mass did — some 
did not." 


Western writers were more outspoken. One left-wing commentator declared on March 26 
that Khrushchev's revelations "may not lead to the liquidation of foreign Communist parties, but 
must strike them an irreparable blow. Their members may be devoted, but they certainly are 
exposed as knuckleheads taught to believe and obey whatever lies they were told from Moscow." 


Meanwhile the Communist press disclosed that the freer criticism spurred by the condemna- 
tion of Stalin's personal rule was getting out of hand. "Pravda" on April 5 lashed out against 
"slanderous inventions and anti-Party assertions" . 


Party Attacks Deviationists 


"Under the guise of condemning the cult of the individual, some rotten elements are trying 
to question the correctness of the Party's policy", the Party newspaper declared. “Throughout its 
history the Party's policy was and remains a Leninist policy . . . . The epochal successes of the 
ye people are explicit and conclusive proof of the correctness of the Communist Party's 
po icy." 


Lashing out at "deviationists" in a manner reminiscent of Stalin himself, "Pravda" con- 
tinued: "The Party organizations must resolutely combat every deviation from the policy of the 
Communist Party, from Marxist-Leninist ideology. Communist Party rules give every Communist 
the right to freely discuss all questions of Party policy. But the Party has never tolerated and 


will not tolerate petty bourgeois licentiousness, and particularly anti-Party statements in its 
midst, even if they are few in number." 
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"Pravda" concluded: “The Communist Party is a voluntary militant union of likeminded 
Communists. Every person joining it is called upon to be a selfless fighter for its principles, its 
ideas and its policy." 





Chinese Reds Say Party Will Make More Mistakes 


At the same time the Red Chinese Party paper, "People's Daily" on April 5, 1956, com- 
mented that under Stalin mistakes had been made and admitted that there is the "possibility of 
other mistakes later or even of repetition of past mistakes to a greater or lesser extent". The 
newspaper explained: "To defeat the powerful enemy, the dictatorship of the proletariat must 
have highly centralized power which must be combined with a high level of democracy. When 
the system of centralization is emphasized one-sidedly, many mistakes will occur." 


The U. S. “Daily Worker" on June 6 condemned its own "blind and uncritical attitude" 
and stated that the Soviet Party leaders had "made a mistake" by not publishing the text of 
Khrushchev's talk. The French, British and Italian Communists went much farther, charging as 
the French Reds did, that it was "not just" to heap blame on Stalin alone for "all that was nega- 
tive in the activity of the Communist Party in the Soviet Union". 


Foreign Party Members Still Wonder "What Happened?" 


The British "Daily Worker" chimed in on June 22 by stating: “We agree with the observa- 
tion of Comrade Togliatti Citalian Red Boss] and the French Communist Party that it will be nec- 
essary to make a profound Marxist analysis of the causes of degeneration in the functioning of 
Soviet democracy and Party democracy ." 


This was followed on June 23 by a statement from Pietro Nenni, a Stalin peace-prize 
winner and leader of Italy's Left-Wing Socialist Party, often allied with the Italian Reds. Nenni 
declared that “for twenty years in Russia there had not in fact existed a collegiate direction of 
the Party but instead there had beer diffused the cult of the personality of Stalin". 


Commenting that "the collective direction of the Politburo or of the Central Committee 
.would certainly be preferable to the direction of one man", Nenni added that even in this col- 
lective direction "there is nevertheless no guarantee of democratic life". 


The reasons prompting Khrushchev to make the denunciation of Stalin must have been very 
strong indeed to justify running the risk of weakening Moscow control over foreign Parties even 
temporarily. Undoubtedly the denunciation of Stalin was designed to open the door to alliance 
with the Communist Party of Tito's Yugoslavia and toward closer relations with countries up to now 
hostile to the Soviet Union. It probably was designed even more to rally the active support of 
peoples in Communist-dominated countries who had become apathetic and even hostile toward the 
Stalin regime. As Mikoyan said on March 27, "The main aim (of the denunciation) was to show 
what is right and wrong — and arm the Party for the future." 


They Are Preparing New Line 


Even while condemning the Moscow leaders, Party officials in the U. S. and elsewhere 
have been preparing their "new line" which may have considerable influence on the beliefs of 
many Americans. 


In essence the "new line" is that many accounts of terror in the Soviet Union during the 
latter days of Stalin are true; that "mistakes" which made one-man tyranny possible are being 
corrected; that now Communists are working even harder to build a new world; and that this new 
spirit even includes disinterested cooperation in working with non-Communist "progressive" 
groups toward common, beneficial ends. 


As in the past the Reds will be telling Americans, particularly labor, youth, women and 
small farmers, that it is their responsibility to work toward correcting the ills of the world and 
that the only way they can really do that is to work closely with or through the Communist Party. 


The story of the Stalin myth of infallibility and the Khrushchev denunciations of Stalin's 
cruel tyranny, however, should not be allowed to die. It is one of the tasks of anti-Communists 
to make full use of this story to undermine Communist prestige everywhere . 


TEEN-AGERS AND RED POLITICS 


There are about 18,000,000 teen-agers in the United States and each one of them is a 
potential target of a new Red recruiting campaign. 


Recognizing that young people and their problems are becoming more important as issues in 
American political life, the National Administrative Committee of the Communist Party sat down 
one day in June 1955 and came up with a set of recommendations. 


One was that the Party should do more work than. it has been doing among students and 
teen-agers. The reasons were obvious. An analysis of the 1952 elections showed that a shift of 
young voters to the Republicans was a major factor in the victory of President Eisenhower. 
Furthermore, problems affecting youth such as education and juvenile delinquency were becoming 
major national political issues. 


That brought up the question of what the Party should do and how it could use American 
youth to influence political change in the direction the Communists desire. 


Martha Stone, long-time Director of the Party's Youth Commission, reported in "Political 
Affairs" of January 1956 that the Party had made two major decisions: One was to concentrate on 
the issue of juvenile delinquency; the other was to develop a special teen-age program aimed at 
building up membership of the Labor Youth League and, ultimately, of the Communist Party itself. 


Party Jumping On "Juvenile Delinquency" Issue 


Miss Stone stated that the Party had selected the juvenile delinquency issue "above all 
others because it is the most crucial at the moment. It is the issue around which the broadest 
people's movements with increased labor participation are developing. 


"The fight to eliminate the cause of juvenile delinquency involves the support of adult 
organizations for expanded education, recreation and a housing program. Within these move- 
ments there are growing criticisms of the militarization program for American youth." 


Lest anyone reading her report get the idea the Reds’ genuine aim is to eliminate juvenile 
delinquency, Miss Stone continues: "By and large the majority of organizations joined in the 
struggle against juvenile delinquency find the most common unity in a program to develop a com- 
munity and legislative fight for social benefits in order to alleviate some of its causes. 


"While differing on the causes of the cold war and the responsibility for it, they can be 
united to put forward a broad people's human welfare program. Such movements will exert pres- 
sure upon the Administration and Congress to return our country to policies on the home front that 
truly represent the great social needs of the American people and its youth." 


Red Tactic — Join For A Purpose 
Stripped of its flamboyant language this statement means that the Reds have decided to join 


in the effort to eliminate juvenile delinquency mainly for the purpose of gaining support for Com- 
munist-approved collectivist legislation from American groups sincerely interested in youth. 


i 








The Party also decided that while trying to influence adult groups, it should increase its 
efforts to "help create the conditions which make possible the building of the democratic unity of 
youth". It was for this purpose that "our Party greeted and extended its fraternal support to the 
establishment of the Labor Youth League". 


In order to pep up the failing activities of the Labor Youth League (LYL) the Party decided 
to form "a teen-age division of the LYL" because "the most rapid growth of the LYL can take 
place today among teen-agers. This is a true reflection of the general experiences of other youth 
organizations. 


"This section of the LYL must be provided with advisors and counselors who have direct ties 
with the LYL and the labor and progressive movement. It will be united primarily by the circula- 
tion of 'New Challenge’ that will serve as the major instrument for educating teen-agers in the 
principles of the LYL and the working class movement [that is, Communism.) " 


But getting teen-agers into the LYL is only the first stage in the careers the Reds have 
planned for them. The final stage is integrating the youth into the Party itself. “Such integra- 
tion is one of the ways to insure that the Party plays its vanguard role on the youth question." 


Immediate Aim — Influence '56 Elections 


And why all this extra effort to subvert American young people and American teen-agers? 
The stated reason is "to help forge the labor-youth alliance as an integral part of the democratic 
people's coalition we want to build in the '56 electoral campaign". Or in other words the pur- 
pose is to exploit American youth and its problems to further Communist collectivization of the 
United States. 


This problem is of such importance that it deserves the special, final observation concerning 
vulnerability of teen-agers to scheming Communists, made in a recent report by the Senate Sub- 
Committee on Internal Security. 


The report, "A Handbook For Americans", states: "The adolescent tends to rebel against 
the domination of his parents and adults generally. He is seeking a medium through which to 
declare his personal independence. In a sense he is maladjusted. The Communist movement, for 
its own insidious purpose, offers him a circle in which he believes he will be taken seriously. It 
will publish his articles in a youth magazine. It will offer him an audience for his artistic talents. 
It will make him executive secretary of some front organization and give him authority he has 
never had before. He, therefore, accepts its discipline voluntarily, even enthusiastically." 


It cannot be urged too strongly that American groups working with young people, espe- 
cially with teen-agers, warn them about this stepped-up Communist effort and continue to de- 
velop strong programs which will give these youngsters a full and wholesome outlet for their 
talents, their emotions, and their energies. Whenever Communists are found in youth work, they 
must be exposed, isolated and thoroughly discredited. 


WHY WE ARE LOSING THE "PROPAGANDA WAR" 
When you see the word "propaganda" in America it is usually in a phrase such as "a prop- 
aganda maneuver" — meaning something not to be taken seriously — or "dangerous propaganda" — 


meaning a mixture of lies and half-truths designed to mislead the gullible. 


But for Communists in Moscow, in New York and throughout the world propaganda is an 
ideal. It is a way of life. It is the task of propagating or spreading the ideas of Communism. 


A case in hand is the recent appointment of Dimitri T. Shepilov to replace V. M. Molotov 
as Soviet Foreign Minister. Most countries select foreign ministers from among men experienced 
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in diplomacy or international law. Their job is to negotiate, make treaties, and line up inter- 
national agreements. 


To Communists, however, the job of a foreign minister is not just to negotiate differences 
among countries. It is primarily to spread Communism throughout the world. For that reason — 
they select not a lawyer, nor a diplomat, but a major propagandist for the post of foreign minister. 
Shepilov is former head of Agitprop, the section of the Party which directs worldwide Communist 
propaganda, and former editor of the Party's official newspaper, "Pravda". 


More Propagan.'a Expected 


Shepilov's appointment obviously means that we will have more Communist propaganda and 
agitation in international affairs rather than less. As he stated in a talk to Party workers in 
Moscow on April 22, 1956: "Leninism is an international teaching; Leninism is the Marxism of 
the epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolutions . . . . The 20th Century is the century of 
the triumph of the all-conquering ideas of Marxism-Leninism." 


Even more important is the question of where Shepilov will direct the major propaganda and 
agitation effort in coming months. There are certain clues as to what he has in mind. 


For one thing he has been serving as Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Council of Nationalities (upper house), specializing in African affairs. For another, he accom- 
panied Khrushchev and Bulganin on their propaganda visits to India and to Yugoslavia. 


But more direct evidence comes from Shepilov himself. In his talk on April 22 he stated: 
"As far back as 1916 V. 1. Lenin wrote: ‘We will make every effort so as to come close to and 
merge with the Mongolians, Persians, Indians and Egyptians. We believe it to be our duty and 
in our own interest to do this because otherwise Socialism in Europe will not be stable. 


" 'We will endeavor to render to these peoples, more backward and oppressed than we 
were, disinterested cultural assistance . . . to help them to go over the use of machinery, to the 
alleviation of work, to democracy and socialism.' " 


“Propaganda Of The Deed" 


It is not surprising that with these views it was Shepilov who arranged the arms deal between 
the Egyptians and Czechoslovakia. Nor is it surprising that Shepilov was in Egypt on June 18 to 
hail the withdrawal of the last British troops from the Suez Canal Zone. These acts qualify as 
"propaganda of the deed" — a special tool in the propaganda-agitation arsenal . 


Actually, according to reliable reports, Shepilov has been the brain behind the stepped up 
flood of propaganda which began to flow into Egypt and other Arab countries immediately follow- 
ing the Afro-Asian Conference in Bandung, Indonesia, in 1954. 


Along with the propaganda there has been a widespread Red infiltration of the entire Afri- 
can continent. Communist and Communist-front groups have been assigned to support nationalist 
movements and all sorts of revolutionary violence and religious fanaticism. 


This program is being backed up by recruiting of native Africans for training in Communist 
propaganda and agitation techniques in special schools set up in Czechoslovakia and other satel- 
lite countries. Meanwhile special expeditions of trained Red propagandists, posing as scientists, 
have been setting up a network of agents and correspondents. 


That the Red leaders now feel the time is ripe to push propaganda in Egypt and all Africa 
even harder is indicated by the fact that Shepilov, the expert on Africa, was named Foreign 
Minister over the heads of A. A. Gromyko, the expert on Europe, and V. V. Kuzetsov, the 
expert on Asia. Both of these remain in lesser positions as Deputy Foreign Ministers. 
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Four Stages In Red Colonial Conquest 


This propaganda campaign to conquer Africa or, as Shepilov said, "to merge with... . 
Egyptians" refocuses attention on the pattern of Red conquest of underdeveloped and colonial 
countries. Stalin outlined the procedure in "The National Question and Leninism" in 1929 as 
having four steps: 1) “Expulsion of the imperialist troops from the colonial and dependent coun- 
tries"; 2) “Securing of the right of these countries to secede and form their own national states"; 
3) “Elimination of national enmity and nationalism and the strengthening of international ties 
between peoples"; and, 4) "Organization of a single socialist national economy and the estab- 
lishment on this basis of fraternal cooperation among peoples". In practice the Communist Point 
4 — "fraternal cooperation" — has always meant complete integration into the Communist 
Empire. 





Stages one and two have been completed in Egypt. In fact in a note sent to Premier 
Nasser of Egypt on June 18 M. Voroshilov, Chairman of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet, 
congratulated Egypt on winning the evacuation of British troops and hailed the country for its 
struggle to consolidate its independence and national sovereignty. 


It now appears that Shepilov has been ordered to bring all of his experience as a propagan- 
dist to bear in persuading the Egyptians to move into stage three and finally into a merger with 
the Communist Empire. 


Shift In Area Of Maximum Opportunity 


What all this adds up to is that the Red leaders have shifted the active front against the 
West to the Middle East and Africa, as the current area of maximum eer: while the West 
is still talking about “winning the war for men's minds" in Asia. Both the quick shift in area of 
attack and the success of propaganda in moving Egypt from skepticism prior to the Bandung Con- 
ference in 1954 to open copying of the Moscow line today points up a serious weakness in the 
anti-Communist efforts . 


Nowhere in the West is there an official group assigned both to detect major shifts in Com- 
munist attack and able to mobilize adequate information and persuasion facilities to defeat those 
attacks. If the West is to halt the spread of Communism, it must first defeat and turn back Com- 
munist propaganda. This seems to be a job for men who understand and can use propaganda rather 
than a job for lawyers and diplomats. 


THE SOVIETS' "HOMELAND" SIREN SONG 


Communists in the USSR and throughout the Communist Empire are using every emotional 
appeal in the book to induce refugees in the United States as well as in other free countries to 
“return to the homeland" . 


Radio broadcasts from friends and relatives, sentimental chain letters and newspaper ad- 
vertising are being used and also more direct pressures from such groups as the "World Federation 
of Hungarians", the "Association for Liaison With Poles Abroad", from Communist Embassy per- 
sonnel, and even from secret Red agents. 


A typical example of the line the Reds are taking is this broadcast from the Soviets’ "Radio 
Return To The Homeland" of May 29, 1956: "At the microphone is Pavel Mikhaylovich Gulyaev: 
‘| am coming to my native village in the Kursk Oblast. For a long time | kept in contact with my 
relatives. Now | intend to work honestly so as to gain the respect of my fellow villagers. | 
appeal to Kondratin, Viktor, to come back to the homeland. Once again | thank the Committee 
("Committee For The Return To The Homeland") for its assistance and friendly attitude in helping 
me to come back to the homeland. 


"Petrov, Filip Fedorovich, will talk to you now: ‘I come from Belgium where | worked as 
a lumberman. | am going back to my wife and son. For a long time | was under the influence of 
reactionary propaganda. However, the human attitude and real concern of the homeland for us 
stopped my fears. | am very happy about my return and before my departure | would like to ap- 
peal to my friend Adamov, Aleksander, to follow my example. | beg you, my dear Aleksander, 
come back to your relatives about whom you used to tell me so often." 


Reds' Plea For Return of Refugees 


And many times the "Radio Return To The Homeland" broadcasts are much more direct, as 
on May 28, 1956: "Yablonskaya, Nadezhda aH born 1921, and Yablonskiyi Nikolau 
Mikhaylovich, born 1925: You are wanted by your father, living at Crimea, Verkhne Sadovaya 
o 6 ehh Kozlov, Georgiy Ivanovich, born 1926: You are wanted by your brother... .. ." 


Many refugees are having a difficult time resisting this siren song to rejoin families and 
childhood friends. A former Polish flyer, now living in Argentina, was reported on April 17 to 
have commented that the Reds are now "playing on our memories". He had just received a letter 
from his father whom he had believed to be dead. 


In the letter the father explained that he had been in Siberia for sixteen years, ten of them 
in prison, and that he was back in his hometown of Grodno, which now belonged to the Soviet 
Union instead of to Poland. The ex-flyer continued: "He said life would be easier for him with 
my return. Even after so many years of separation it's hard to decide not to return." 


Earlier this year the Reds made an even stronger appeal for the return of Estonians. Hun- 
dreds of "appeal" letters were displayed at Estonian House in New York on February 8. Some 
letters included newspaper advertisements indicating that for the return of a herdsman and his wife 
30,000 rubles a year and 2,500 pounds of grain are offered. 


U. S. Protests 


So great has the pressure on refugees in the U. S. become that during the past few months 
the U. S. State Department has wamed both the Soviet Union and Poland against pressure methods 
to induce refugees to leave this country. 


For many Americans, of course, this tremendous effort by Communist countries to recall 


refugees raises the natural question: “What are the Reds trying to accomplish? What do they 
expect to get out of it?" 


For one thing the concept of the “undivided family" is very strong in Russian culture. For 
centuries the peasants were organized in communal villages which were dominated by a council of 


elders. Each family was dominated by the patriarch who ruled with absolute authority over even 
the grown children. 


On one hand the survival of the "undivided family" concept is credited as a basic reason 
why so many Russians in the Soviet Union submitted to the authority of Stalin, the father of all, 
and why they submit to the Party Praesidium or "Council of Elders" to which Khrushchev referred 
in explaining the resignation of Georgi Malenkov as Premier on February 8, 1955. On the other 
hand, it is offered as one reason that people in the Communist Empire feel insecure and incom- 
plete when their families are "divided" and seek to be reunited with fathers, sons, daughters, 


and relatives and friends. 


Aim To Undermine Refugee Organizations 


But there is a larger reason involving the security of Red rule over the peoples now in the 
Communist Empire. The existence of emigre groups and governments in exile are a direct threat 
to Communist rule. These are groups which could win the loyalties of people under Red 
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domination, could supply active leadership against the Red rulers when an opportunity arises. 
Thus from the Red leaders' point of view these groups must be weakened and smashed. 


The main Red attack against the refugee groups in 1946 was one of division and subversion. 
A set of secret instructions from the NKVD (Soviet secret police) disclosed in an anti-Communist 
Ukrainian publication stated: "We must further antagonism in the press between the various 
political groups. We must substitute for the struggle against us, one between themselves. In 
particular we must accentuate in every possible manner the struggle between the various nation- 
alities, as for example between Russians and Ukrainians, Ukrainians and Poles, etc." 


During recent years this tactic has been supplemented by a drive to weaken refugee groups 
by inducing refugees to return to Red ruled homelands, thus trying to discredit both the living 
conditions in the West and the leadership of the refugee groups. 


And why this overpowering fear of refugee or emigre groups? The Red conspirators have 
long memories. They remember that it was during the years as an emigre that Lenin worked out 
plans for the program which brought the Communists to power in Russia. As long as refugee groups 
remain strong and united, the nervous men in Moscow must continue to live in fear that these 
groups are working toward the overthrow of the present government. 
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